Saint Mark Pastoral Council
St. Mark Parish Mission:

Our mission is to be a God-centered Catholic community of faith which teaches, evangelizes, and ministers to the needs of God’s people.

Pastoral Council Members:
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Cindy Carosone 
ccarosone@dentonisd.org
Kathy Yoder 

dkyoder@aol.com
Kevin Hinzman

kevinhinzman@gmail.com
Tom Bonfield

tjbonfield@verizon.net
Zach Curran

zachcurran@yahoo.com
Joy Medley

Kabjmedley@verizon.net
Louann Lucas

Llucas@stmarkdenton.org
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Thoughts from Vatican II 

Although Vatican II did not give a clear direction for pastoral councils, the bishops at the Council did support and encourage council development. The Vatican Council itself was a great example for pastoral councils. It strengthened our understanding of terms like collegiality, subsidiarity, and justice participation. It is in seeing pastoral councils as collegial that we can understand the working of priests and laity together. It is in the principle of subsidiarity that we can grasp the need for different organizations to make decisions on the local level. It is in justice participation that we gain the insight of councils being prophetic. 

Comments from Canon Law 

In 1983 the revised Code of Canon Law addressed the question of councils at the parish and diocesan level. Canons 511-514 speak about a Diocesan Pastoral Council. Canon 537 states that finance councils must exist in every parish. Canon 536 speaks of parish pastoral councils by saying: 

“After the diocesan bishop has listened to the presbyteral council and if he judges it opportune, a pastoral council is to be established in each parish; the pastor presides over it, and through it the Christian faithful along with those who share in the pastoral care of the parish in virtue of their office give their help in fostering pastoral activity. This pastoral council possesses a consultative vote only and is governed by norms determined by the diocesan bishop.” 

From canon law we see that once the bishop judges it opportune, pastoral councils are to be formed in every parish. We note also the clear distinction between finance councils that advise the pastor on the administration of parish goods, and pastoral councils that are to examine pastoral issues, study them, and offer recommendations to the pastor. 

Pastoral Council Charter

Pastoral Council Mission and Purpose:

The mission of The Pastoral Council, through prayer and study, is to aid the pastor in the mission of the Church’s short and long-range planning.  This is done by serving in an advisory capacity to offer him the wisdom of the community, offering the bigger picture within the parish, and to help develop consensus.
Pastoral Council Tasks:

· Grow in awareness of the presence of the Holy Spirit, as it operates within the Church.

· Develop a structure which allows for the discovery of pastoral needs which the parish can address (i.e. surveys and communications).

· Establish a parish vision and mission for the future.

· Develop specific parish goals and objectives.

· Guide other councils and committees within the parish and act as a consultative body ensuring that all are working toward a common set of goals.

· Review the annual parish budget in cooperation with the Finance Council, to ensure finances are consistently in line with parish goals and objectives.

Pastoral Council Membership:

The members to the pastoral are selected by the pastor with the advisement of the existing Pastoral Council members.    Each member serves for 3 years.  The 3 year terms are staggered throughout the council membership (3-one year members, 3-two year members, and 3-three year members).  No members will serve two immediately consecutive 3 year terms.

Councilors’ Role:
· A representative of the entire parish who articulates the experience of the parish and community.
· An active participant in all workings of the council.
· To attend to the gifts and needs of the whole parish;
· To cultivate the skills of discernment and consensus decision making;
· To listen carefully to others and to the Holy Spirit;
· To express his or her considered opinion faithfully.
In all matters of pastoral consequence, the pastoral council will engage in a process of discernment.  Recommendations are made to the pastor by consensus with the pastor participating in the process.

Pastors Role:
The pastor presides over and shares in the ministry of the people of God at St Mark, while bearing final responsibility for the total parish ministry.  He directs the council so that issues of concern to the council are consistent with the mission of the church.  The pastor is:
· The delegate of the Bishop.

· The preside (not necessarily chairman)

· The one who receives the advice of the council.

· An active participant in the activities of the council.

Pastoral Council Meetings:
The Pastoral council will meet at least every other month.  In situations where parish activities warrant, meeting will be monthly.  These situations will be determined by the Pastor.  Unless otherwise necessary, the pastoral council meetings will be conducted on the second Tuesday of the month.  All efforts should and will be made to keep the meeting duration to 90 minutes. 
